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EDITORIAL
Welcome to the 2013 Spring magazine - we’re still celebrating our 90th Year and this
year holding the 86th Annual Exhibition - held every year since 1922 with the exception
of several of the war years.
I hope you signed up for the Anniversary Dinner as we have a very special guest as
speaker, Mr Jim Henderson, who is the grandson of Chris J. Fergusson. Additionally
Jim has written an article for this issue and you will see that the magazine cover is one
of his grandmother’s paintings - View across the Old Bridge, Dumfries painted in oil on
board.
Another welcome event is the arrival of the new website - same address as before, but
designed and run by our member Ian Irving. Ian has done a marvellous job and the site
is a considerable improvement on the old! The site now includes the opportunity to post
a couple of your own paintings online, and will also allow members to print exhibition
labels nearer the time - thank you to Lisa Hooper for that idea. You’ll need to provide
your own glue of course, but it may save quite a mileage for out of town members!
Take a look for yourself and see.
Gracefield have moved us again for the Annual Exhibition - a more friendly move, this
time to September - full details provided in the centrefold..
As always our Summer Workshops try to appeal to a wide range of interests, and one of
the tutors by popular request, following her talk and demonstration in December, is
Clare Melinsky. Clare can only take six in her class, so if you’re interested do be quick!
In the meantime, my thanks to Joanne Turner of Dumfries Museum and Dawn Henderby
from Gracefield for their help with the Chris Fergusson images.

Fiona
Thanks to Advertisers: Annan Water Framing, Moffat and Phil’s Frames, Dumfries
3

Membership Announcements and Notices
Welcome to the following new members since September: Martin Burnett,
Elspeth Calder, Jim Henderson, Alison Lang, Jenny Rose, Kate Toullis,
Robyn Wade

Dumfries & Galloway Fine Arts Society
Annual General Meeting
Will be held on Friday 12th April 2013 at 7.30pm
In Gracefield Arts Centre, Dumfries
ALL MEMBERS WELCOME—Coffee/tea and biscuits

Copy for articles/advertisements for the Autumn magazine to be in the hands of
the Editor by 3rd September 2013
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Chairman’s Comments

David Rose

Frost and snow give us a whole new winter landscape with a multitude of greys, dark trees
with glorious earth colours and sharp contrasts where snow lies. It is always a challenge to
paint darkly and yet some of the most memorable paintings in galleries are of dark
landscapes and subjects.
The numbers of members attending the Winter Programme continue to grow. The January
meeting saw 57 in the audience, stretching the facilities to bursting. There is much
excitement in watching an artist actually painting. Learning and skills are absorbed so
very quickly when you can see and hear an expert at work. At best, we are stimulated to
get on and try some of the techniques and ideas ourselves.
Watch out for the Summer Workshops run by the Society. They give us an opportunity to
spend a day working with an artist and build know-how and confidence. You need to be
quick to book your place when you see this magazine as each day fills up quickly.
One of the great things about our Society is the contribution made by Council members.
Besides meeting on six evenings each year to discuss all matters relating to the Society,
they then contribute to the running and organising of three exhibitions, six evening
demonstrations, several summer workshops, two magazines a year, a website and
producing audited accounts; all this done in good heart and with good fun. A change in
Council members is healthy for the Society and we have two or three spaces to fill at this
year’s AGM. Please put your heads together and nominate someone for Council.
Marking the Society’s 90th year with the Anniversary Dinner at the Woodland House Hotel is
a fitting tribute to the strength of the Society. To have Jim Henderson, the grandson of
Chris Fergusson, one of the founder members of the Society, addressing us will be very
special.
At this time of year, I always tell myself to prepare for painting ‘en plein air’ in the coming
summer, but strangely, I can find every excuse imaginable for not doing so!
David
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SUMMER WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 2013
BOOKING FORM

10th May

Clare Melinsky

£25.00

17th May

Philippa Sinclair

£20.00 Watercolour………...

31st May

Clare Melinsky

£25.00

Lino Cut…………....

7th June

Shirley Henderson £20.00

Coloured Pencil…….

28th June

William Spurway

Oil - Landscapes and

£20.00

Lino Cut……………

clouds…………….
The Lino Cut classes are held in the Print Room, all other classes
in Room 1, accessed through the café.

NAME………………………………………………………….
Email for confirmation……………………………………………..
Telephone………………………………………………………….
I ENCLOSE CHEQUE FOR £…………………………………..

Please indicate which workshop(s) you wish to attend and send the
Completed form together with full payment to;
Leona Hart
Stonecroft
18 Ashgrove Terrace
Lockerbie
DG11 2BG
Email: jimnleonka@aol.com Tel: 01576202602
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“FINE ARTS ON THE ROAD”
CASTLE DOUGLAS ART GALLERY, MARKET HILL LIBRARY
Dumfries and Galloway Fine Arts Society members are invited to submit
one painting or artwork for the above Exhibition running from
12th June to 22nd June, 2013.
In order that a list of exhibitors and works can be prepared a completed
application form must be submitted by 10th May, 2013 to:
Joan Fleming,
8 West Acres,
Lockerbie,
DG11 2EL
tel. no. 01576 203566
The artwork must be labelled with the title, medium, name and address of
artist and the price. Please use own label and affix to back of painting.
Paintings must be framed with rings and cord fixed to the frame ready for
hanging. A deep box canvas may be unframed.
The artwork along with an entry fee of £3.00 must be handed in to the
Hanging Committee at the Castle Douglas Gallery on Tuesday 11th June
from 11am till 1pm.
Sales commission to DGRC will be 15%. The Exhibition will be open from
10.30am – 4pm daily. Artworks not sold must be collected from the
Exhibition on Saturday 22nd June between 2pm till 4pm.
Please complete the application opposite and add your name when
you are able to attend the exhibition.
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Medium:-

Address:Telephone No:Price:-

1pm to
4.pm

10.30am to
1pm

1pm to
4 pm

10.30am to
1.pm

Monday 17
June

N/A

N/A

Monday 10
June

Tuesday 18
June

COUNCIL
MEMBERS

HANDING
IN

11am to 1pm

Tuesday 11
June

Wednesday 19 Thursday 20
June
June

Wednesday 12 Thursday 13
June
June

Friday 21 June

Friday 14 June

COLLECTION
2PM TO 4pm

Saturday 22
June

Saturday 15
June

If you are willing to help staff the Exhibition please indicate in the table below your preferred date. Sessions will be
either full day 10.30 – 4pm or half days 10.30 – 1pm or 1pm – 4pm.

Title:-

Name of Artist:E-mail Address:-

APPLICATION FORM

The Duke of Hamilton’s Legacy

Bert Aitchison

Alexander Douglas was a man of repute being a Privy
Councillor who held many dignified public offices,
including British Ambassador to Moscow and a Trustee
of the British Museum. His courtesy title was Marquis of
Douglas and he succeeded as 10th Duke of Hamilton in
1819.
As a young man, he spent some years on the
Continent studying the arts and this was a passion
which stayed with him throughout his life. This
portrait of him thought to be one of the last paintings
completed by Raeburn was commissioned by the
Hamilton family in 1812 and the finished piece
was discovered in his studio at the time of his death
10th Duke of Hami lton
in 1823. The portrait depicts the Duke (prior to his
Sir Henry Raeburn
accession to the Dukedom) in military uniform alongside his Arabian charger.
The picture had been acquired by an English aristocrat,
1st Viscount Cowdray, in November 1919 but came up
for auction by Christies in London in September 2011
when it was bought by the Lennoxlove Estate for
£55,000. It has now been hung in the family's historic
seat at Lennoxlove House, south of Haddington.
The Duke was a great admirer of Napoleon
Bonaparte whose portrait had been painted several
times by the French neo-classical artist
Jacques-Louis David; but the last commission in 1812
came most unexpectedly from the Marquis of Douglas
who paid David the enormous sum of 1,000 guineas
(18,650 francs) for a full-length portrait.
Napoleon in his Study - Jacques-Louis David
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Napoleon liked the picture and said: 'You have found me out, dear David; at night I
work for my subjects' happiness, and by day I work for their glory.'
This was not Napoleon the athletic and heroic warrior, but Napoleon the statesman
and lawgiver who worked, as he says, far into the night for the benefit of his subjects.
A scroll of paper in the bureau bears the word 'Code", which refers to the new Civil
Code, actually in operation since 1804 but which was renamed the 'Code Napoleon' in
1807 in an obvious propaganda move to promote him as a legislator. In the portrait the
Emperor has evidently just stopped work , as the sword on the chair indicates. He is
placed in the centre of a vertical canvas dressed in his uniform as a colonel of the
Foot Grenadiers of the Imperial Guard.
His pose which is gently imperious with the slightly hunched shoulders and hand
inserted into his vest contrasts to the formality of his costume. In addition, cuffs are
unbuttoned, his leggings wrinkled, and his hair disheveled. He also wears his Légion
d'Honneur and Order of the Iron Crown, David showed the Emperor to be
approachable and industrious.
In a letter to Alexander Douglas the artist explained that his appearance was designed
to show that Napoleon had spent the night in his study composing the Napoleonic
Code, an impression enforced by details, such as the flickering candles that are
almost extinguished, the quill pen and papers scattered on the desk, and the clock on
the wall which points to a time past 4 o'clock
David strategically placed the
sword on the chair to allude to
Napoleon's military success,
while the prominent display of
the word "Code" in his papers,
suggests his administrative
achievements. Other
decorative details the heraldic bees and the
fleurs-de-lys are symbols of
French absolutism, and imply
Napoleon's power as ruler.
(continued on page 16)

Hamilton Palace c 1880
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ANNUAL EXHIBITION 2013
The 86th Annual Exhibition will be held in GRACEFIELD ARTS CENTRE, from
Saturday 31st August to Saturday 28th September
HANDING-IN DAY at Gracefield is SATURDAY 24th August from 12 noon to 4pm.
Official labels and schedules may be applied for from the Exhibition Co-ordinator, Kathleen
Woods, East Birkhill, Tynron, Thornhill DG3 4LD, stating number required and enclosing a
stamped addressed A4 envelope. Telephone enquiries to K. Woods on 01848 200175.
Official labels and schedules may also be obtained from:
THE MAXWELLTON GALLERY, 12 Galloway Street, Dumfries DG2 7AG
GRACEFIELD ARTS CENTRE, 28 Edinburgh Road, Dumfries DG1 1NW
CHAMBERS ART GALLERY, High Street, Moffat
GALLOWAY GEMS, 130-132 King Street, Castle Douglas
OTTERSBURN GALLERY, 2 Nith Avenue, Dumfries
PROJECT ART, High Street, Lockerbie
You can also obtain prints from our website www.dumfriesandgallowayfineartsociety.org.uk
Labels must display in BLOCK CAPITALS:
1.
Exhibiting name of artist and address
2.
Medium
3.
Artist’s name
4.
Address
5.
Price (mark NFS if not for sale)
Please note: In order to avoid difficulty to the Society stemming from COPYRIGHT
LEGISLATION, all schedules should be signed by the artist at the appropriate part confirming
that all works submitted are original works. Information on the schedule must tally with that on
the labels and completed schedules must accompany works submitted. That portion of the
schedule to be returned to Members informing them of works accepted and/or rejected must
bear the artist’s name and address and have appropriate postage stamp affixed.
Only Members and Associate Members whose current subscription is paid on or before
the 28th February 2013 may submit work as follows:
Full Members: 6 items in total but no more than 3 in any one category
Associate Members: 4 items in total but no more than 2 in any one category
Categories will be:
1) Paintings
3) Sculpture
2) Drawings, Monochromes & Fine Art Prints
4) Crafts
Submission fees of £2.00 per item submitted will be payable by all members.
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Dumfries and Galloway Council charge the Society commission on sales at 30%. The Society,
once again, is waiving the 5% deduction that it normally takes toward Society funds. On each
£100.00 sale the exhibitor will receive £70.00
Admission to the Exhibition is free.
The following rules will be applied to items submitted:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

No direct copies of other artist’s work or commercial work will be included.
Work must not have been exhibited in any previous Exhibition of the Society.
Exhibitors will not be allowed more than one item marked ‘Not for Sale’.
Rings and cords, with rings affixed not more than one-third from the top of the painting,
must be on the works. Large rings on large pictures. Long strings on all pictures.
The details on the tie-on label will be those on which information will be based.
Works in unusual frames (i.e. metal frames) or those which would be awkward to hang
or display may have to be rejected on these grounds alone, regardless of artistic merit.
Photo prints or Colour Laser copies will not be accepted and all Fine Art Prints must be
clearly indicated as such, by the artist, on the print, in the customary manner.
No reject works to be uplifted on Preview Members’ Night.
Only box canvases (minimum 5cm deep) will be accepted unframed.
The Council reserve the right to reject works seen as inappropriate for this exhibition.

Rejected works must be collected during the period from Saturday 31st August to Saturday 28th
September 2013 during the hours when the Exhibition is open.
Works hung, but unsold on Closing Day, must be collected by the artist or his/her agent on
Sunday 29th September 2013 THEREAFTER THE SOCIETY ACCEPTS NO FURTHER
RESPONSIBILITY
Please keep this notice for reference, as no further information regarding the Annual Exhibition
will be circulated.
PREVIEW NIGHT, FRIDAY 30TH AUGUST 2013
There will be no charges for tickets for members on Preview night
Tickets will be available on Handing-in Day or on the night
Assistance Please
Lots of helpers will be required for Handing-in, Selection Day and during the
Hanging of the Exhibition. If you have time available please contact the Exhibition
Co-ordinator – address opposite.
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Christian Jane Fergusson (1876-1957)

W. James C. Henderson

As an associate member of the Society who is also a grandson of two of its founder
members, I was delighted to read the timely and informative article in our Autumn 2012
issue, entitled "An Early Start", the origins of our Society, now more than 90 years old.
The black and white group photograph on page 14 of the Autumn magazine, names
E.A. Hornel, Charles Oppenheimer, Jessie M. King and her husband E.A. Taylor,
standing at an early exhibition opening in Dumfries, in May 1927. Unnamed but also in
the group, standing between Hornel and Oppenheimer, is the elegant figure of my
grandmother Chris J. Fergusson . She, together with my grandfather, (her husband)
David Fergusson (1872-1941) who served as the Society's Honorary Secretary in the
1920's played a significant part in the creation of the Society and contributed much in
its early years. Others, such as the distinguished but modest Robert Cairns,
the talented but now largely overlooked Ednie Rough, (both art masters at Dumfries
Academy) and local members of the trades and professions including
R. Balfour Law and Robert Dinwiddie, also made significant contributions.
Chris Fergusson, one of
whose works, a watercolour
entitled "Wet Evening, Crail"
listed in the opening 1922
exhibition catalogue at the
vast sum of 8 guineas,
(mentioned in the Autumn
2012 article), along with my
grandfather is included in a
list of founder directors of the
"Art Union of the Dumfries and
Galloway Fine Art Society
1922".
Sweet Peas - watercolour 1927

Precisely how the Society was conceived is not known to me, but perhaps the
friendship of Jessie King and Chris Fergusson, formed in the Edwardian era, may have
had something to do with it. The Fergussons had been friends of the Taylors since then
and had continued to keep in close touch throughout their lives.
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Both Chris and Jessie were forceful personalities and former campaigning suffragettes,
who first met around 1902 when they were students of and then later teachers at
Glasgow School of Art . At that time the school had only recently moved into Charles
Rennie Macintosh's iconic building. After the trauma to society and enormous loss of life
inflicted by the Great War of 1914-18, the desire to turn the page and to seek
renaissance through the arts must have been very strong. The Taylors' permanent
return to Kirkcudbright from Paris
in 1915 along with the energy of
the Fergussons may have been a
catalyst.
E. A. Taylor was a firm admirer of
the landscape painting style of
Chris Fergusson. In April1924 he
published a sympathetic review,
illustrated by two of her paintings,
in the "Studio" magazine, the
leading British arts publication of
the day.

Spring Sunshine (Galloway farmyard) c1924

He concluded ‘’Chris Fergusson and her husband are enthusiastic organisers of
anything pertaining to the arts; both being instrumental, with others, in helping to form
the Dumfries and Galloway Fine Art Society, whose first exhibition was held in 1922, and
which contained examples of work by almost all the eminent Scottish artists .”
Chris Fergusson went on to create, exhibit and sell widely many fine pictures in
watercolours, oils and drypoint etchings, depicting the landscape and townscape of the
length and breadth of Dumfries and Galloway as well as Edinburgh, the East Neuk of
Fife, the Berwickshire coast, the Isle of Arran and parts of England and France. They are
still sought after today
In "The Scottish Field" in October 1934, a critic wrote of her illustrated view entitled
“Spring Sunshine, a Galloway Farmyard, “ Her secret is this. Impatient of devious ways
into which even the artist may stray, she draws her atmosphere from the free air, her
sunshine from the open sky and with glorious directness transfers them to paper or
canvas ."
(continued on page 21)
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(continued from page 11)

David painted a second version of the portrait, with some minor
alterations, which has been on display at the Chateau of Versailles since 1979.
The first portrait was put on display at Hamilton Palace, one of only
three non royal houses in Scotland which carry the suffix 'Palace' and which
held one of the best private collections of art in Scotland.
The old family house was transformed around 1819 by the interior designs the
10th Duke commissioned in 1822 from Napoleon's architects to compliment the
alterations of Palladian grandeur which took subsequent shape. However,
when hard times befell the Duke's grandson in 1882 the art was sold off and
Napoleon's portrait found its way through the Earls of Rosebury to America
in 1954, being thereafter gifted to the National Gallery of Art in Washington in
1961 where it can be seen today. The Palace itself fell into disrepair and was
finally demolished in 1919.
Bert Aitchison

CHRISTMAS EXHIBITION AT
DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY ROYAL INFIRMARY
November 2012 – January 2013
44 members exhibited 85 paintings at this year’s Christmas Exhibition.
Five pictures were sold which was a bit disappointing but still sales which gave
some hope for the future. The only way is up!!
Our thanks go to Janette Park who makes all the arrangements for us with the
Infirmary. This year we were given a room to receive the works of art and the
walls for hanging were repaired and painted which made such a difference to the
overall look of the exhibition.
We look forward to another superb exhibition next year so brushes at the ready
and get some painting done while we are housebound in this cold and wintry
weather.
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Kathleen Woods - Exhibition Co-ordinator
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Minutes from The 2012 Annual General Meeting - Friday 13th April at
7.30pm
1.
Apologies
Moira McEnroy, Jan Lethbridge, Luke Maloney, Ethel Murphy, John Fairgrieve,
Ian Beveridge, Alayne Smith, Jane Parker Clarke, Melville Brotherston,
Kathleen Woods, Chris Otty, Stuart Cavanagh
2.
Minutes of the AGM - April 2011
A true record; proposed Brian Lord and seconded by Margaret Robb
3.
Matters Arising
None
4. Chairman’s report
Two deaths were announced with regrets after long association with DAGFAS. Nan
Smith and Mary Stuart Shields.
Congratulations were offered to Jane Parker Clarke for the successful completion
of her Botanical Art Diploma.
The Chairman voiced his appreciation for the energetic work by Council Members
which had contributed to a successful year and in particular to Fiona Robertson who
was stepping down as Treasurer after 5 years in the post but remaining to edit the
Magazine and maintain the website. Both these aspects of communication had taken
great strides under her direction in the past few years.
Praiseworthy mention was also made of Kathleen Woods high workload in connection
with exhibitions, and her energy in making these events a great success, despite
being indisposed for part of the year.
An account was given of the Society's involvement with the HND art students at
Dumfries and Galloway College, £50 having been donated to help fund their exhibition
being held in Dumfries in June and our participation as prize givers at the following
College Exhibition.
A request was made that members’ unwanted materials be donated to the College.
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The meeting was informed that Council had been discussing a proposal for prize giving
at the Society's Summer Exhibition but had decided to defer in favour of suggesting to
the AGM that a medal for outstanding work might be appropriate. The Chairman opened
up for discussion which proved muted but the general tone of those who did have an
opinion was modestly in favour. The prospect of a shield was mentioned. On that basis
the Chairman undertook to review the issue at the next Council Meeting.
The Chairman was pleased to announce that the Council had approved the award of
Hon. Life Membership to Mr. Brian Lord who has been a faithful and long serving
member of the Society entirely justified by his industry and commitment as a worthy
recipient. The presentation was made by the President, Mrs. Margaret Robb, in the
presence of those there assembled.
5.
Treasurer’s Report
The full financial account was published in the Spring Magazine. Proposed Brian Lord
and by Seconded Leona Hart
Last year there was a surplus of income over expenditure of £1096.57 – part of which
due to the Dumfries Council's delay in sending their 2011 account for £552 for the rent
of Gracefield's use for the Society's workshops and winter programme.
General income last year was rather flat and the net sales figures for the Summer
exhibition was nearly £800 less than the previous year – perhaps a sign of the times.
However, expenditure was reduced by nearly £2000. There was no capital expenditure
during the year.
Thanks went out to those members who had transferred payment of their subs to
standing order and included the increase. Despite pleas at last year's AGM and several
letters of advice, there are still 40 people who have failed to increase and are paying at
the old rate. These payments are being treated as donations and no facilities of the
Society are accorded to them.
6.
Appointment of Auditor
Tom Aitken was proposed by Alan Hawker and seconded by Joan Fleming
7.
Election of Executive Council
The following Officers and Council Members were proposed and seconded
Margaret Robb President David Rose
Chairman
Chris Otty Treasurer
Bertram Aitchison Secretary
Members
Kathleen Woods, Brian Lord, Janet Shankland ,Stuart Cavanagh, Alan Hawker
Elizabeth Peel, Joan Fleming, Leona Hart, Fiona Robertson
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8.

A.O.B.

Iris McKie raised the question of Summer Exhibition dates being later this year and
this was explained in the light of Gracefield imposing them because of their own
collection being exhibited over the summer months.
Several members felt that the Christmas Exhibition was not being well presented
and the meeting was in agreement. The problems of being in the hands of the
hospital were explained but a Council member will nevertheless meet with them to
seek improvements.
Shiela Gilpin remarked that catalogues were not available again at the Summer
Exhibition and several members had a strong preference for their reinstatement. The
Chairman explained the revised role of Gracefield and the contractual arrangements
so it was unlikely that they would be reinstated.
The meeting ended at 8.15pm and was followed by the showing of a DVD about
Sylvia Wishart the late Orkney artist who was well known to President Margaret Robb.

Annan Water Framing
Bespoke Picture Framing
Trevor D. Bevis GCF
Moorland House,
Annan Water, Moffat, DG10 9LS
Phone: 01683 221971 : E-mail: t.bevis@btinternet.com
10% discount for members of Dumfries & Galloway Fine Arts Society
Home visits by arrangement
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(continued from page 15)

Much has changed since that time but some things remain the same. Her paintings,
which can be seen in public collections in Dumfries, continue to bring delight to the eye
today. Well received retrospective exhibitions were held in 2001 in Kirkcudbright and at
Gracefield Art Centre, Dumfries in 2002, where 134 examples of her work were shown.

Her work has also been seen prominently in public exhibitions almost every year since
the landmark "Bringing the Kirkcudbright Artists Home" show was held at the Town Hall
in Kirkcudbright in August 2000 which generated much public interest . Most recently
she was featured at the "Glasgow Girls" exhibitions at Kirkcudbright and at Glasgow
School of Art in 2010 and at the Dumfries Burgh Museum's "Dumfriesshire
Delineated" show in 2011.
As a descendant of two of the Society's founder members and a son of the Dumfries
born artist and former member of the Society, Nan Fergusson (1910-84) who went on in
time to become President of the Scottish
Society of Women Artists and of her
husband, the Borders artist James
Henderson (1908-2007), who was also a
member of the Society and exhibited in
the 1930's, I am delighted that our
Society remains in such good heart and
is thriving.
It continues to provide a vital platform
for artistic expression as it steers
confidently onwards towards its
Centenary year.
W. James C. Henderson
St Michael’s Church
Watercolour - 1916

All Chris J. Fergusson works are copyright the artist’s family. Images are courtesy
Dumfries Museum and Gracefield Arts Centre and the artist’s family.
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Proprietor Phil Currie

43 Buccleuch Street, Dumfries, DG1 2AB
Tel 01387 266426
Mob 07871296662
Email: phils.frames@btconnect.com
Monday to Friday 9.00 to 5.30
Saturday 9.00 to 4.00
10% discount for Society members

Changes of addresses, email or telephone: should be notified to :
Bertram Aitchison, Secretary, Trentham Lodge, Haywood Road, Moffat,
DG10 9BU
Telephone 01683 221718
email@ fin19@btinternet.com
The Society’s website at www.dumfriesandgallowayfineartsociety.org.uk
is kept up to date with forthcoming events and information
Application forms and Standing Order forms can be printed from the site
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